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Welcome to Daily Lenten Scripture Reflections. This is the
print version of my online blog. I am making this copy available
for those that do not have internet access. The Reflections will
be created in six weekly booklets. Please be sure that you get a
new booklet each week. Better yet, visit my blog:

revtdg.blogspot.com

On the blog you can read these same reflections and offer
your comment upon them.

[ also appreciate you comments in other forms. Give me a call
or drop me a note and let me know if these reflections have
helped focus your thoughts during this season of Lent.



Ash Wednesday
Wednesday February 21, 2007

Lectionary Readings for the Day:
Joel 2:1-2,12-17

Psalm 51:1-17

2 Corinthians 5:20-6:10
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

Today we begin the season of Lent. The day is called Ash Wednesday. In the
0ld Testament ashes were seen as a sign of grief or penitence. As the season
of Lent begins, we start with a service that reminds us clearly of our need
for penitence. Ash Wednesday is a somber day, second only to Good Friday
in the solemnity of the celebration.

If you come to church today for the Ash Wednesday service, you can expect
to engage in personal and corporate confession of sin. You can expect to
hear the scriptures talk about fasting, almsgiving, prayer. You can expect to
have the pastor make the sign of the cross on your forehead using ashes
from palm branches that were used in previous years on Palm Sunday.

Don't come expecting to be lifted up and to rejoice. Come to worship ex-
pecting to be reminded of your own humanity and sinfulness. Come to wor-
ship expecting to hear the pastor say, as he imposes the cross of your fore-
head, "From dust you came and to dust you shall return."”

If that doesn't remind you of the fleeting nature of this life, then you need
to sit back and examine your spiritual life. Our life is but a short breath
when compared to eternity. Ash Wednesday reminds us of that short span
and invites us to come to terms with what our place in God's eternity is all
about.

Prayer: Lord, help me to begin the season of Lent with an introspective
spirit. Let your Spirit shine the light of the Gospel on all the recesses of my
heart and make me aware of my relationship with you. Amen.


http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=joel%202:1-2,12-17&version=31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2051:1-17&version=31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%205:20-6:10&version=31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%206:1-6,16-21&version=31

Thursday February 22, 2007

Daily Lectionary:
Psalm 37:1-18
Deuteronomy 7:6-11
Titus 1:1-16

John 1:29-34

John 1:29-34
Jesus the Lamb of God

29The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30This is the one I meant
when [ said, 'A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was
before me."' 311 myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing
with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.”

32Then John gave this testimony: "I saw the Spirit come down from heaven
as a dove and remain on him. 331 would not have known him, except that
the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, 'The man on whom you
see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptize with the Holy
Spirit.' 341 have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God."

It is fitting, that the Gospel reading for the first day following Ash Wednes-
day would go back to the river Jordan and Jesus' baptism. John the Baptizer

knew the reason that Jesus had come to earth. He boldly proclaimed:
"Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!"

Lent can be thought of as an unveiling of God's ultimate plan for the world.
God did not just take on human flesh when Jesus was born to see what it felt
like to be human. God took on human flesh because he had a plan for Jesus.
As we journey through Lent together, that plan will hopefully become more

and more clear to us.

For John, though, the plan was already evident. Jesus came to take away
our sins!

Prayer: Lord, unveil your plan to us as we journey towards the cross this
season of Lent.


http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm%2037:1-18&version=31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%207:6-11&version=31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Titus%201:1-16&version=31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201:29-34&version=31

Friday February 23, 2007

Daily Lectionary Readings:
Psalm 95

Deuteronomy 7:12-16

Titus 2:1-15

John 1:35-42

John 1:35-42

Jesus' First Disciples

35The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36 When he
saw Jesus passing by, he said, "Look, the Lamb of God!"

37When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 38Turn-
ing around, Jesus saw them following and asked, "What do you want?"

They said, "Rabbi" (which means Teacher), "where are you staying?"
39"Come," he replied, "and you will see."

So they went and saw where he was staying, and spent that day with
him. It was about the tenth hour.

40Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was one of the two who heard what John
had said and who had followed Jesus. 41The first thing Andrew did was to
find his brother Simon and tell him, "We have found the Messiah" (that is,
the Christ). 42And he brought him to Jesus.

Jesus looked at him and said, "You are Simon son of John. You will be
called Cephas" (which, when translated, is Peter[a]).

There must have been some excitement when Jesus began his ministry.
John the Baptist had been preaching in the desert. The crowds had been
flocking to hear him. Although his message was not a feel good kind of mes-
sage, it must has struck a chord, because people listened to what he said.

One of those persons that listened was Andrew. He heard John say, "Look,
the Lamb of God." He saw Jesus and followed after him. John's message had
prepared his heart and now he was off to hear what the Lamb of God had to
say. Andrew spent the day with Jesus and something happened. The Scrip-
tures say that "the first thing he did was to find his brother Simon and tell
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http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm%2095&version=31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=deuteronomy%207:12-16&version=31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Titus%202;1-15&version=31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201:35-42&version=31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201:35-42&version=31#fen-NIV-26077a

him, 'We have found the Messiah""

Andrew took his brother Simon to Jesus, and immediately Jesus gave him
and new name and called him Cephas or Peter.

The word was already beginning to spread and Jesus was calling disciples.
They were beginning a journey that would lead them to more fully under-
stand what Messiah truly meant. It would be a rough and rocky journey.
Peter would ultimately deny he even knew Jesus. However, God's plan had
begun.

Prayer: Lord, help me to become a true follower of Jesus.

Saturday February 24, 2007

Daily Lectionary Readings
Psalm 30

Deuteronomy 7:17-26
Titus 3:1-15

John 1:43-51

John 1:43-51

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael

43The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to
him, "Follow me."

44Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45Philip
found Nathanael and told him, "We have found the one Moses wrote about
in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—]Jesus of Nazareth,
the son of Joseph."

46"Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?" Nathanael asked.
"Come and see," said Philip.

47When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, "Here is a true
Israelite, in whom there is nothing false."

48"How do you know me?" Nathanael asked.

Jesus answered, "I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before
Philip called you."


http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm%2030;&version=31;
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%207:17-26&version=31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=titus%203:1-15&version=31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john%201:43-51&version=31

49Then Nathanael declared, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the
King of Israel."

50]esus said, "You believe[a] because I told you [ saw you under the fig tree.
You shall see greater things than that." 51He then added, "I tell you[b] the
truth, you[c] shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and
descending on the Son of Man."

A day later, Jesus leaves the region with Andrew and Peter in tow. On the
way he comes across Philip and simply says, "Follow me." Philip was from
the same town as Andrew and Peter. Perhaps they quickly told him about
Jesus. Something happened. Philip goes to Nathanael and tells him about
Jesus.

Nathanael, though, must not have heard yet of this man that people were
proclaiming as Messiah. He was skeptical doubting that anything worth-
while could come from Nazareth. Philip, though insisted that he come and
see for himself. As he approached, Jesus called him by name and was able to
say that he had seen him as he sat under the fig tree before Philip arrived.
This got his attention. Jesus could see things beyond his own range of sight--
could he do more. Jesus says, "You shall see greater things than that..."

Just a few days into his public ministry, Jesus was drawing to him the men
that would travel with him and learn from him. He was drawing the men
that would be the foundation of the church. From their witness, others
would come to know Jesus and God's plan for him--and for us.

Prayer: Lord, help us to be more like Philip and tell others about Jesus.


http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john%201:43-51&version=31#fen-NIV-26085a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john%201:43-51&version=31#fen-NIV-26086b
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john%201:43-51&version=31#fen-NIV-26086c

First Sunday During Lent
Sunday February 25, 2007

Daily Lectionary Readings
Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Psalm 91:1-2,9-16
Romans 10:8-31

Luke 4:1-13

Luke 4:1 -13

The Temptation of Jesus

1]Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the
Spirit in the desert, 2where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He
ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry.

3The devil said to him, "If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become
bread."

4Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone."

5The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the
kingdoms of the world. 6And he said to him, "I will give you all their
authority and splendor, for it has been given to me, and I can give it to
anyone I want to. 7So if you worship me, it will all be yours."

8Jesus answered, "It is written: "Worship the Lord your God and serve him
only."

9The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of
the temple. "If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down from
here. 10For it is written:

" 'He will command his angels concerning you
to guard you carefully;
11they will lift you up in their hands,
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone."

12]esus answered, "It says: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.

13When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an
opportune time.


http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=deuteronomy%2026:1-11&version=31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm%2091:1-2,9-16&version=31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2010:8b-13&version=31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke%204:1-13&version=31

Luke's Gospel has Jesus going through a period of trial and temptation
immediately after his baptism in the Jordan. He is taken away into the
wilderness for 40 days (40 days of Lent). During that time he was tempted.
don't know about you, but I think temptation is difficult to resist at times.
During his temptation, the devil attacked him on three specific points.

First of all, the devil offers him food--sustenance. I guess the devil forgot
that in the Old Testament, God provided food for his people as they
wandered in the desert. Manna was available for them in the morning to
satisfy their needs for the day. Jesus didn't need food at this point. God was
nurturing him as he prepared himself for what was yet to come.

Secondly, the devil seeks to divert Jesus' attention from who he was
supposed to be worshipping. Again, this brings to mind the Old Testament.
As Moses was on the mountain getting the Ten Commandments from God,
the people were down below forgetting whose they were. Instead of
worshipping God, they created their own idol out of gold. Looks, like Satan
was trying to get Jesus to fall for the same trap the Israelites had already
fallen for once before. This time, however, Jesus resisted and insisted on
worshipping only God.

Finally, Satan tries to get Jesus to test God. Seems this trick didn't work
either.

His ministry was off to a good start and Satan then left him for a more
opportune time.

I sometimes wonder what the opportune time is that makes most of us
give in to temptation. [ came across an acronym called HALT to help battle
temptation.

H- Hunger

A - Anger

L - Loneliness
T - Tired

If any one or more than one of these elements is present in your life at a
given time, then you are more open to temptation. Think about your own
life. The next time you feel tempted, see if the HALT acronym is true at that
moment of your temptation. If it is, then do something to relieve your
hunger, anger, loneliness, or tiredness.

PRAYER: Lord, as temptation comes our way, please give us the power to
resist.

10



Monday February 27, 2007

Daily Lectionary Reading
Psalm 41
Deuteronomy 8:118
Hebrews 2:1118

John 2:112

John 2:1-12
Jesus Changes Water to Wine

10n the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus' mother
was there, 2and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding.
3When the wine was gone, Jesus' mother said to him, "They have no more
wine."

4"Dear woman, why do you involve me?" Jesus replied, "My time has not
yet come."

5His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever he tells you."

6Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for
ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.[a]

7]esus said to the servants, "Fill the jars with water"; so they filled them to
the brim.

8Then he told them, "Now draw some out and take it to the master of the
banquet."

They did so, 9and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had
been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though
the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the
bridegroom aside 10and said, "Everyone brings out the choice wine first
and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but
you have saved the best till now."

11This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed in Cana of Galilee.
He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him.

Jesus Clears the Temple

12After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother and brothers and
his disciples. There they stayed for a few days.
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Jesus begins his public ministry with a miracle that makes a lot of folks
scratch their head. He goes to a wedding and is apparently enjoying the
festivities, when his mom comes up and says that the family has run out of
wine. His retort is, "What business is that of mine?" Nevertheless, she told
the servants to obey him and he decides to inaugurate his ministry with the
miracle of the water turned into wine.

What's so special about this passage is not the miracle. We know he is the
son of God and that miracles are part and parcel of who he is and what he is
all about. As I ponder this passage, I think the key comes from the mouth of
master of the banquet as he says to the bridegroom, "Everyone brings out
the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had
too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now."

I think this could be viewed as a precursor to Jesus’ ministry. I believe that
those that were following him were already giddy with excitement and
anticipation. They were already calling him Messiah. They thought that they
had started on the ride of their life.

At the Jewish wedding, you would like wise have started on a high--you
served the best tasting wine first. After everyone had had their fill of the
good stuff, then the cheaper stuff didn't taste so bad. I believe Jesus was
trying to tell his followers, you may think that we are starting with the good
stuff, but what I have in store at the end is even better than what you can
imagine right now.

Prayer: Lord, don't let us simply get involved with you because of the
excitement of the moment. Let us also be in it for the long haul to see the
even greater things that you have in store for us.
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Tuesday February 27, 2007

Daily Lectionary Readings
Psalm 45

Deuteronomy 9:412
Hebrews 3:111

John 2:1322

John 2:13-22

13When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to
Jerusalem. 14In the temple courts he found men selling cattle, sheep and
doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. 15So he made a whip
out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both sheep and cattle; he
scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16To
those who sold doves he said, "Get these out of here! How dare you turn my
Father's house into a market!"

17His disciples remembered that it is written: "Zeal for your house will
consume me."

18Then the Jews demanded of him, "What miraculous sign can you show us
to prove your authority to do all this?"

19Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and [ will raise it again in
three days."

20The Jews replied, "It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and
you are going to raise it in three days?" 21But the temple he had spoken of
was his body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled
what he had said. Then they believed the Scripture and the words that Jesus
had spoken.

Jesus doesn't waste any time establishing his motives with the public. He
goes to the Temple area and there discovers that the people had turned it
into a get rich quick scheme. You see, when travelers, came to the Temple to
make their sacrifice, it was too hard to bring with them a dove, or cattle or
sheep for the sacrifice. It was also unlikely that an animal brought in would
have the necessary purity characteristics to make it usable in the Temple.
However, those animals purchased at the Temple had already been certified
as clean, pure, and usable.
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Thus, you bought your animal at the Temple at the Temple prices. You also
had to pay in the Temple coin. Not just any old coin would do. You had to
first exchange your coinage into an acceptable Temple coin. There was
usually a premium for this service as well.

As you can see there was quite a racket going on and somebody was
making a lot of money. It is this usage of the Temple that so angers Jesus. He
goes berserk and upends the tables and drives out the buyers and the
sellers.

Such an action would not have gone unnoticed. The Jews demanded that
he give them some sign that he had the authority to act as he acted. His
response to their request laid another stone in the foundation of his
ministry. "Destroy this temple and in three days I'll raise it." The Jews of
course were not seeing through spiritual eyes. Their response was an
earthly one, "It has taken us forty six years...." we don't need to read the
rest. We know it will show their lack of spiritual discernment.

From our perspective we know that Jesus was already looking toward his
death and his resurrection from the response to their questions.

Prayer: Lord, help us to have spiritual discernment so that we can
understand what Jesus is trying to do when he cleans out our lives during
this season of Lent.
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Wednesday February 28, 2007

Daily Lectionary Readings
Psalm 119: 49-72
Deuteronomy 9:13-21
Hebrews 3:12-19

John 2:23-3:15

John 2:23-3:15

23Now while he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many people saw
the miraculous signs he was doing and believed in his name. 24But Jesus
would not entrust himself to them, for he knew all men. 25He did not need
man's testimony about man, for he knew what was in a man.

John 3 2 Jesus Teaches Nicodemus

1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the
Jewish ruling council. 2He came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know
you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the

miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him."

3In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of
God unless he is born again."

4"How can a man be born when he is old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely he
cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb to be born!"

5Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God
unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 6Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the
Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You
must be born again.' 8The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its
sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is
with everyone born of the Spirit."

9"How can this be?" Nicodemus asked.

10"You are Israel's teacher," said Jesus, "and do you not understand these
things? 111 tell you the truth, we speak of what we know, and we testify to
what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 121
have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will
you believe if [ speak of heavenly things? 13No one has ever gone into
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. 14]Just as
Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,
15that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.
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[ have always found this text to be interesting. To me it points out the di-
vide that often exists between what we think we know about God and what
we truly know about God. In this story we are introduced to Nicodemus. We
learn that he is a Pharisee and a member of the ruling council. Thus, he was
just not an ordinary man on the street. He was versed in the Law of Moses
and knew the Scriptures. We also learn that he is a man that has an open
mind. He comes to Jesus, albeit, under the cover of darkness and begins a
conversation with him on matters of the Spirit. We quickly learn, however,
that there is a world of difference between what he knew and what he
thought he knew.

Ultimately, Jesus says to him, "You are Israel's teacher and you do not un-
derstand these things?" No--he did not understand. His spiritual eyes were
still closed to God's plan through Jesus.

I sometimes think that many of us are like Nicodemus. We think we under-
stand the Bible. We think we have a good prayer life. We think we do the
things that God expects us to do. We think that we know God' s plan for our
lives. Yet, if we could have a talk with Jesus the way that Nicodemus did,
most of us would see how much we really don't know or don't understand.

What about you? Do you truly know Jesus Christ, or do you simply put on a
good show? Think about it.

Prayer: Lord, help open our spiritual eyes and let us truly see Jesus for who
he is and what he is for us.
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Thursday March 1, 2007

Daily Lectionary Readings
Psalm 50

Deuteronomy 9:23-10:5
Hebrews 4:1-10

John 3:16-21

John 3:16-21

16"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,[a] that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did
not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world
through him. 18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever
does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in
the name of God's one and only Son.[b] 19This is the verdict: Light has come
into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds
were evil. 20Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into
the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21But whoever lives by the
truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has

done has been done through God."[c]

The story of Nicodemus and his encounter with Jesus continues with to-
day's reading. It begins with, perhaps the best know verse in the Bible--John
3:16. Jesus is trying to explain eternal life to a man that cannot see what he
is talking about. I find it interesting that Jesus refers to himself at Light.
"Light that has come to the world." He knows that Nicodemus, as brilliant as
he might be, is still literally in the dark when it comes to understanding
God's plan for humanity. Jesus proclaims, "men loved darkness instead of
light because their deeds were evil." He then goes on to equate a right rela-
tionship with God with living in truth. Those that live in truth have come
into the light.

This light and dark theme will appear at other places in John's Gospel. |
especially like the fact that there is no gray area. Jesus paints it rather
plainly, you are either in the light or you are in the dark. There is no in be-
tween. You can't have one foot in the light and the other in the dark. You are
either on board with God's plan or you are firmly in the world's grasp. Too
many Christians like to think that they can have it both ways. It's okay to be
lax in one area of my life as long as [ am strong in another. I don't think that
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this is what Jesus is saying. Either we believe or we don't. There's no middle
ground.

Prayer: Lord, help us to believe and stand firmly in the Light.

Friday March 2, 2007

Daily Lectionary Readings
Psalm 40

Deuteronomy 10:12-22
Hebrews 4:11-16

John 3:22-36

John 3:22-36
John the Baptist's Testimony About Jesus

22After this, Jesus and his disciples went out into the Judean countryside,
where he spent some time with them, and baptized. 23Now John also was
baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because there was plenty of water, and peo-
ple were constantly coming to be baptized. 24 (This was before John was put
in prison.) 25An argument developed between some of John's disciples and
a certain Jew[a] over the matter of ceremonial washing. 26 They came to
John and said to him, "Rabbi, that man who was with you on the other side
of the Jordan—the one you testified about—well, he is baptizing, and every-
one is going to him."

27To this John replied, "A man can receive only what is given him from
heaven. 28You yourselves can testify that I said, 'l am not the Christ[b] but
am sent ahead of him.' 29The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend
who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy
when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now com-
plete. 30He must become greater; I must become less.

31"The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the
earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth. The one who
comes from heaven is above all. 32He testifies to what he has seen and
heard, but no one accepts his testimony. 33The man who has accepted it has
certified that God is truthful. 34For the one whom God has sent speaks the
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words of God, for God|[c] gives the Spirit without limit. 35The Father loves
the Son and has placed everything in his hands. 36Whoever believes in the
Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's

wrath remains on him."[d]

John the Baptist comes back into the picture long enough to be pushed out
of the picture. Jesus and his followers are now baptising and some folks
come to John basically saying, "It look's like that guy you baptized. The spe-
cial one. Is stealing some of your thunder."

John responds in a Godly manner. He does not become indignant. He does
not put down Jesus' ministry. Rather he reflects on how God's plan is unveil-
ing itself. He sees himself as a helper in God's plan and not as the central
figure. He refers to the joy he had in helping get things ready for Jesus' com-
ing and now he states, "He must become greater; I must become less."

I wish that some of us could have that same humble attitude toward serv-
ing God. We've all know of persons that have for years served in a particular
role in the church. Everyone around can see that the time has come for the
person to step down. Yet he or she doesn't. They want to remain in center
stage rather than let the person with the true gifts and graces take over. Per-
haps, we can all learn from John the Baptist.

Prayer: Lord, help me to understand my role in your plan and help me to
step aside and let others lead when my role is completed.
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Saturday March 3, 2007

Daily Lectionary Readings
Psalm 55

Deuteronomy 11:18-28
Hebrews 5:1-10

John 4:1-26

John 4:1-26
Jesus Talks With a Samaritan Woman

1The Pharisees heard that Jesus was gaining and baptizing more disciples
than John, 2although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but his disciples.
3When the Lord learned of this, he left Judea and went back once more to
Galilee.

4Now he had to go through Samaria. 5So he came to a town in Samaria
called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph.
6Jacob's well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat
down by the well. It was about the sixth hour.

7When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, "Will you
give me a drink?" 8(His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)

9The Samaritan woman said to him, "You are a Jew and [ am a Samaritan
woman. How can you ask me for a drink?" (For Jews do not associate with
Samaritans.[a])

10]Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks
you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you
living water."

11"Sir," the woman said, "you have nothing to draw with and the well is
deep. Where can you get this living water? 12Are you greater than our fa-
ther Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his
sons and his flocks and herds?"

13]esus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again,
14but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the wa-
ter I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal
life."
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15The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water so that  won't get thirsty
and have to keep coming here to draw water."

16He told her, "Go, call your husband and come back."
17" have no husband," she replied.

Jesus said to her, "You are right when you say you have no husband. 18The
fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your

husband. What you have just said is quite true."

19"Sir," the woman said, "I can see that you are a prophet. 200ur fathers
worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we
must worship is in Jerusalem."”

21]Jesus declared, "Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will wor-
ship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You Samari-
tans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for sal-
vation is from the Jews. 23Yet a time is coming and has now come when the
true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the
kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24God is spirit, and his worshipers
must worship in spirit and in truth."

25The woman said, "I know that Messiah" (called Christ) "is coming. When
he comes, he will explain everything to us."

26Then Jesus declared, "I who speak to you am he."

As Jesus is moving from one region to another, he passes through
Samaria. Let's just say, there was no love lost between the Jews and the Sa-
maritans. Yet on his journey he stops about noon at Jacob's well. He was
tired, thirsty and hungry. The disciples had gone to get food, but the thirst
could be quenched at the well. The only problem was that he had no way of
getting the water. In addition, it was customary for water to be drawn from
the well during the early morning hours when things were cooler. Thus, he
really shouldn't expect anyone to be there at this time of day. Yet, a Samari-
tan woman did approach. Some suggest that she may have been an outcast
of sorts within the village since she didn't come early in the morning when
the other women of the town came. Whatever her situation, we can only
guess.

What we can be sure of, though, is that she was no different than Nicode-
mus. Her spiritual sight was just as blind as his. Jesus begins talking with her
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about "living water". She talks with him about physical water. He talks about
a water that can quench an eternal thirst. She talks about water to satisfy
her physical thirst. She makes reference to a coming Messiah, he proclaims
that "I who speak to you am he."

To a Samaritan woman Jesus reveals that he is Messiah. She was from an
outcast race and she was a woman. Men just didn't talk to strange women
and yet here was Jesus not only talking but teaching and revealing who he
was to her.

That suggests that there is hope for everyone. If he would reveal God's
plan to her, then it is also available to me.

Prayer: Lord, though I don't deserve to hear your Good News, thank you for
revealing it to me.

22



23



24



